and intangible property. It has been proposed that the president of the convention reconvene the convention in order to formulate another proposal with reference to taxation of forests, and that such proposal be submitted to the voters at the March elections. The convention can be reconvened in this way, for when it adjourned it did so subject to the call of the president. This will probably be done for Governor Felker in his inaugural address has recommended that the legislature make sufficient appropriation for reconvening the constitutional convention to the end that that body may consider the advisability of submitting any proposed changes to the constitution to the voters to be voted on at the March elections. This would enable the present legislature to pass legislation in accordance with any changes that might be approved by the people. Governor Felker in his recommendation pertinently suggests the desirability of an amendment allowing the legislature to propose amendments. Certainly the results of the constitutional convention of 1912 emphasize the need of such change. Many believe that this is the most important amendment that could be adopted. Board. (Illinois, June, 21 1912. 99 N. E. 337.) Under the constitutional provision requiring the section amended to be inserted at length in the new act, a new provision which in substance amends a section of a prior act, cannot be framed as an additional section. .) The thirteenth amendment is not violated by a statute which punishes as a common cheat and swindler one who agrees to perform service with intent to procure money and not to perform the service contracted for. The provision that failure to perform the service and to return the money without good cause shall be presumptive evidence of the intent, is merely a rule of evidence, and is severable. operator of a motor vehicle by whose culpability an injury has been caused to leave the place of the accident without stopping and giving his name and residence or reporting the accident to the nearest police station. Held-contrary to 130 N. Y. Supl. 544-that this is a reasonable police regulation. Not necessary to decide whether the compulsion will constitute a defense to a criminal prosecution.
RECENT DECISIONS OF STATE COURTS ON POINTS OF PUBLIC LAW
Procedural rights. Stead vs. Fortner. (Illinois, October 2, 1912. 99 N. E. 680.) Where a statute declares places in which intoxicating liquor is unlawfully sold to be nuisances and abatable as such, the attorney-general may proceed against them in equity.
Vested rights. Somerville vs. St. Louis, etc. Company. (Montana, October 26, 1912. 127 Pac. 464.) Under the reserved power to amend the laws under which a corporation is organized, a corporation previously organized may be authorized by a vote of stockholders holding two-thirds of its stock to render the stock assessable. Act creating state railroad commission act is not invalid because it exempts from the common carriers to which it applies, mountain railroads less than twenty miles long and hauling chiefly minerals. Discusses principles of classification. If classification is reasonable on its face evidence can not be taken to show that it is unconstitutional.
Municipal corporations-Debt limit. Paine vs. Port of Seattle. (Washington, November 12, 1912. 127 Pac. 580.) Where a new municipality is created out of territory over which other municipal corporations have jurisdiction, its constitutional debt limit is calculated independent of the others. (Otherwise where two districts are consolidated into one, 66 Wash. 324.)
Municipal corporations. Swain vs. Fritchman. (Idaho, May 4, 1912. 125 Pac. 319.) Commission government act of 1911 sustained against a number of technical objections drawn from the provisions of the state constitution and against the objection that it impairs the rights of bondholders. One of the three judges dissents on the ground that initiative and referendum may be used to negative the necessary tax levies.
Administrative law. Enterprise, etc. District vs. Tri-State Land Company. (Nebraska, October 18, 1912. 138 N. W. 171 .) Where a statute under the police power authorizes a proceeding affecting the property rights of any person and does not expressly provide for notice to be given, the right to notice is implied.
Administrative law-Right to sue. Kavanaugh vs. Gordon. (Missouri, July 2, 1912. 149 S. W. 587.) The Missouri waterway commission has no standing to question the validity of the appropriation of $7000, part of the $17,000 appropriated to the commission, to pay the salary and expenses of one person named as special agent and expert. The principal opinion, holding that the members of the commission may sue, is dissented from by the majority of the court.
Statutes. Hayes vs. State. (Georgia, July 23, 1912. 75 S. E. 523.) Act making penal the operation of an automobile on highways "at a rate of speed greater than is reasonable and proper, having regard to the traffic and use of such highway, or so as to endanger the life or limb of any person or the safety of any property," is too uncertain and indefinite to be capable of enforcement.
Interstate law. Tennessee Coal Company vs. George. (Georgia, June 5, 1912. 75 S. E. 567 .) The provision in an employers' liability act of Alabama that actions must be brought in a court of competent jurisdiction within the State of Alabama and not elsewhere, will be ignored by a court of Georgia. The court relies on Atchison, etc., R. Company vs. Sowers, 213 U. S. 55.
